HIST. 587: TOPICS IN MODERN SOUTH ASIAN HISTORY
This is primarily a readings seminar about the cultural history and cultural dynamics between imperialism and nationalism. The specific imperialism studied by this course is British imperialism from the later 18th to the early 19th centuries. The specific example of nationalism or nation building that will be used as a case study here is the case of South Asia the Indian sub-continent). The aim of this seminar is to analyze and understand the cultural dynamics of two broad phenomena which have shaped the modern world i.e. imperialism and nationalism. Comparisons will be made wherever possible with other societies which also experienced colonial domination and the emergence of nationalism. This seminar also aims at providing students with exposure to the intellectual influences that are currently shaping cultural and social history. Themes covered in the seminar will include (but are not restricted to) topics like the historiography and theories of colonialism, cultural debates about race, gender law and tradition, issues of power, history and representations.

Readings for the seminar will include monographs like: Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism, C.A. Bayly, The Origins of Nationality in South Asia, Ronald Inden, Imagining India, Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments, Indrani Chatterjee, Gender, Slavery and Law in Colonial India, Thomas Trautman, Aryans and British India, Tanika Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation: Community, Religion and Cultural Nationalism, Lata Mani, Contentous Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India, Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire: A Study in 19th Century Liberal Thought , David Armitage,  Ideological Origins of the British Empire etc. Journal articles and some collections of primary sources will also be used.    
Instructor: Kumkum Chatterjee

                    Assoc. Prof.

                    History Dept.
COURSE SCHEDULE: Thurs, 6.00-9.00pm
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For queries/further details, E-mail K.Chatterjee(kkc1@psu.edu)                                           
