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Fall 2010
Instructor:

Prof. K.Chatterjee

106 Boucke
TR: 4.15-5.30 p.m.
INTRODUCTION TO INDIAN HISTORY
Hist. 176 (GH, IL) 
Course Description: This course surveys the civilization & history of India (South Asia) from the earliest times to the modern period. It provides an analysis of the social, political, economic factors that contributed to the creation of one of the oldest & most distinctive civilizations of the world. The goal of this course is to enable students to form a broadly comprehensive understanding of the various facets of Indian/South Asian civilization in a historical context.

Required Texts: 

Herman Kulke & Dietmar Rothermund, A History of India
Mulk Raj Anand, The Untouchable
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain (ed. Roushan Jahan), Sultana’s Dream
Additional materials may be introduced if deemed necessary by the instructor. These will be provided by the instructor.
Requirements for this course: 

Regular class attendance

2 written exams: 1st exam valued at 20% 
                            Final exam valued at 25%

2 book reports each valued at 20 % x 2 = 40%

3 quizzes valued at  5%x3=15 %
***NOTE: Students are required to check e-mails and ANGEL regularly. Assignments, homework, course-related information etc. will be communicated to students via e-mail and ANGEL. 

Grade Scale:
Grades will be determined on the basis of the following scale of point distribution:

A=94 to 100; A- = 90 to 93; B+ = 87 to 89; B = 83 to 85; B- = 80 to 84; C+ = 75 to 79

C= 70 to 74; D = 60 to 69; F = 59 & below. 
Academic Integrity Statement: Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest & responsible manner. All students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights & property & help create & maintain an environment in which all students can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized examinations, submitting work of another person or, work previously used without informing the instructor or, tampering with the academic work of other students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions & will be reported to the university’s Judicial Affairs Office for possible further, disciplinary sanction.

Disability Access Statement: Penn State encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in its programs & activities & is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access to programs, facilities & admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance or qualifications determined by university policy or by state or federal authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course, or, have questions about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible. 

*** Every effort will be made to keep to the design & schedule of this course as outlined here. However, changes may be introduced if deemed necessary. 
Below is a schedule of topics to be discussed in class & corresponding required readings:

Aug 24:  Introduction                           

Aug 26 : Indus/Harappan civilization     

Aug. 31 : Aryan civilization:                    

Sept. 2: Hinduism, Buddhism & Jainism   

Sept 7 : Same topic

             1st QUIZ
Sept 9 : Same topic

Sept. 14 : Mauryan empire & emperor Ashoka

Sept. 16 : same topic

            DISCUSSION OF NOVEL ”THE UNTOUCHABLE” IN CLASS
Sept.21 : Aftermath of Mauryan rule and Kushana empire
               ** BOOK REPORT TO BE SUBMITTTED
Sept. 23:  Gupta empire & classical civilization

Sept. 28 : Southern India upto 600 C.E.
Sept. 30: kingdoms of early middle ages & perspectives on 

              Structure of the state in ancient& early medieval India
Oct 5: Interactions between India and South-East Asia 
              2nd QUIZ
Oct. 7 : Same topic
Oct 12 : Turkish conquest of India & Delhi sultanate

Oct 14 :  1st EXAM
Oct .19: kingdoms of Southern and Central India 

Oct.  21: The Mughal empire & emperor Akbar
Oct.  26: Same topic

Oct. 28: Impact of Islam on India
Nov. 2:  European trading Companies and India 
               3rd QUIZ
Nov 4:   18th century India: Mughal decline & regional kingdoms
Nov 9: East India Company’s Empire in India

Nov 11: Same topic

Nov 16: Social & Cultural impact of British rule on India 
Nov. 18: Same topic
                DISCUSSION IN CLASS OF NOVEL:”SULTANA’s DREAM”
NOV. 22-26: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Nov. 30: rebellion of 1857
Dec.  2 Indian Nationalism

                ** BOOK REPORT TO BE SUBMITTED
Dec. 7:     Same topic

Dec 9 : Overview of course

Final Exam: to be announced ( will follow the schedule announced by the registrar)

Instructor’s office address etc.:  Prof. K. Chatterjee

                                                       202 Weaver Building

                                                       Phone 863-0081 
                                                       E-mail: kkc1@psu.edu
[Please communicate with Prof. Chatterjee via her Email rather than via ANGEL]

Office Hours: M.W: 10.30-11.30 am

                         Or, by appointment 

__________________________________________________
