PAGE  
1

Hist 302.01

Spring 2006
M., 2.30-5.30 pm
415 Weaver
                                    HISTORY UNDERGRADUATE SEMINAR

                                                             HIST 302.01W

                                     EUROPEAN TRADING EMPIRES IN THE

                                      INDIAN OCEAN, 1500-1800

COUTRSE OBJECTIVES & GOALS : The principle objective of this course is to provide students an opportunity to have a hands-on experience of how research is done. In other words, the main thrust of this course will be to help students develop a research idea, guide them about how best to utilize the resources of a library (in this case, Pattee library) in order to gather information, different insights etc. about the research idea, help them transform the idea into a documented research paper & finally, to help them develop the critical faculty to judge such work. This course is not intended to duplicate a regular course where students attend lectures and take down notes. Instead, this course will be largely dependent on student input, although, as I will explain below, I might have to do a little bit of lecturing in the beginning in order to get students oriented to the theme around which this particular seminar is based, but, it will be kept as brief as possible.

THE THEME OF THE SEMINAR: This seminar has as its theme a very broad subject: European trading empires in the Indian Ocean, 1500-1800. This is a topic that touches upon the histories of several continents – Africa, Asia & Europe but does not belong exclusively to any of them. The focus however is on the world of the Indian Ocean littoral, the activities of European trading companies there and perhaps most importantly, the resulting interaction among Asians, Africans and Europeans during these centuries.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS SEMINAR:

Regular class attendance

Keeping up with assignments scheduled below

Participation in class

[Students will be penalized for not meeting course requirements in a timely fashion]

WORK TO BE DONE FOR THIS SEMINAR:

1) Two short written assignments - (3-5 pages) based on themes/ topics which are detailed below. These assignments are worth 5 points each ( 5x2= 10 points)

2)  One quiz based on lectures delivered by the instructor in class. This quiz is worth 15 points.

3)  A report (3-5 pages or longer) based on a survey of resources available in Pattee library for the topic on which you choose to write your research paper. This report should not be just a list of monographs, articles etc. but should also contain a brief commentary explaining what they are all about & what kinds of information, insights etc. you might expect to find from them. This paper is worth 15 points. 

4) A footnoted research paper, about 20 pages long on any topic that falls under the broad purview of the seminar theme. I will give you sufficient guidelines about how to proceed with this paper. Everybody is required to present his/her paper during the meeting sessions and submit to having it commented upon by his/her classmates.  This paper is worth 50 points. 10 points out of these 50 points is specifically reserved for submission of a preliminary point outline of the paper. 

5) Taking part in discussing and critiquing the work of your classmates will be an important part of this seminar (this also naturally involves regular class attendance). 10 points will be reserved for your participation in this activity.

** Some additional materials conducive to discussion during seminar sessions may be introduced if necessary.

GRADE SCALE: 

Grades will be determined on the basis of the following scale of point distribution:

A= 95 to 100; A- = 90 to 94.9; B+= 87.9 to 89.9; B= 83.33 to 87.8; B- = 80 to 83.32;

C+= 75 to 79.9; C= 70 to 74.9; D= 60 to 69.9; F= 59.9 & below

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT:

Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest & responsible manner. All students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights & property & help create & maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of  academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions & will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs Office for possible further disciplinary action.

DISABILITY ACCESS STATEMENT:

The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in its programs & activities & is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access to programs, facilities & admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance & qualifications as determined by University policy or state authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation for this course or have questions about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible.

Below is a schedule for the seminar:

Jan.

9   Introduction to seminar. Discussion of the background of the seminar theme i.e.         general theories relevant to the theme, the system of Indian Ocean trade, why were European companies interested in entering this trade? What kinds of interactions were produced among Asians and Europeans as a result of this commerce and related activities?

Students will use resources of Pattee Library to prepare short (3-5 pages) written assignment on preferably, an Indian Ocean port which played an important role in the Indian Ocean trading system during the period 1500-1800.

Guidelines for this assignment will be provided.

16: MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY: NO CLASS
23 : discussion of themes begun earlier. Students will submit short written assignment- discussion of these in class
30**** LIBRARY ORIENTATION: How to use the resources of Pattee Library in order to write a research paper. 

The class will meet near the circulation desk of Pattee library . Eric Novotny, Reference Librarian for the humanities will conduct a session about the most recent methods (online and other methods) to find library resources necessary for research. This is a very important session. Make sure you attend it. 

Feb. 6   Discussion of themes begun earlier.  
Students use resources of Pattee Library to prepare a second short written assignment on EITHER theories/concepts relevant to study of Indian Ocean trade (based on introductory discussions) OR another Indian Ocean port ( this has to be different from the port on which earlier assignment was written & preferably from a different part of the Indian Ocean littoral) OR, an important item of Indian Ocean trade during the 1500-1800 period.

Guidelines will be provided.

13: Discussion of themes begun earlier. Students submit second short written assignment.

     Discussion of these in class.

20.  Students submit research paper topic in the shape of one page proposals – discussion of these in class. Also, discussion of relevant themes and issues.

.

27:  Preparation time for bibliographic essay

MARCH 6-10: SPRING BREAK
March  13 :  Students submit bibliographic essay listing general & specialized books, journal articles and primary sources relevant to their research projects. Do the best job you can since this is a very important exercise in research – it is also of course worth 15 points.

 20. Continuing discussion of bibliographic essay; discussion of nature of source materials in historical research ( i.e. primary, secondary etc.)

27.  Students submit point outline of their research papers. This is worth 10 points out of the 50 points reserved for the research paper. Discussion in class of paper outlines etc.

ALSO: quiz based on lectures given by instructor
April 3:  Research time for paper

      10: Presentation of research papers by students in class and discussion of these papers    
            in class.

      17. Presentation of research papers by students in class; discussion of these papers. 
            in class.
       24.  Presentation of research papers by students in class; discussion of these papers
             In class.
Final versions of research papers have to be submitted by May 1.
*** This schedule will be adhered to as closely as possible; changes may be introduced only if absolutely necessary.

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Kumkum Chatterjee; 202 Weaver Building

Phone: 863-0081

OFFICE HOURS: T, TR: 11.00-12.00 noon
                               OR, by appointment

                  E-mail: KKC1@PSU.EDU
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

