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Sp. 2007

Instructor: Chatterjee

Tues.: 6.00-9.00 pm

213 Armsby

TOPICS IN SOUTH ASIAN HISTORY(Hist. 587) 

BRITISH IMPERIALISM & EARLY MODERN INDIA: 
CULTURAL DEBATES, REPRESENTATIONS & OTHER THEMES 

This course is intended for students interested in the history of South Asia (The Indian sub-continent) , early modern history in general as well as those interested in the history of European imperialism and cultural interactions among societies during the early modern era. The time period covered primarily by this course will be the late 17th, 18th and early 19th centuries and the aim will be to introduce students to important themes in the history of South Asian society during a critically important phase of transition as well as important recent themes in the history of early British imperialism. The aim of the seminar will be to provide students with an exposure to the main issues in the recent historiography of the main themes of the seminar and there will be an emphasis on social and cultural history and the history of political culture.  
Organization of the course : 
1)     Weekly Response Papers:   This seminar is organized around readings and discussions. Student/s will lead the discussion each week. Each student is expected to write short response-papers (roughly 4/5 double-spaced pages) based on the weekly scheduled readings. Students are required to submit at least 5 response-papers through the semester. This means that they are not being asked to write response-papers every week. They can select 5 of the weekly readings on which they wish to write and submit the response papers. These papers should summarize the principal arguments of the readings 
B) Provide original insights and C) Attempt to locate the reading/s within a broader interpretive and historiographical context. Papers should be handed in by 10.00 A.M. Friday mornings (i.e. Friday, following the class which is on Tuesday evenings). 
2) Short Paper Based on Primary Sources: A few separate and relatively short excerpts from primary sources have been selected as compulsory readings for the course. All students are expected to read these primary materials and write a short response papers on at least one of them. This is not an option. The relevant primary materials will be made available by the instructor. 
3) Term paper: Towards the end of the semester students are expected to prepare (& present to the class) a term paper (roughly 25 pages in length) on any aspect of the issues/themes/materials covered by the course  combined with their perspectives and insights. Students are encouraged to use primary materials as sources for their term papers. Guidance/instruction/advice will be provided for the selection of term paper themes and the development of the paper. 
*The term paper will count for 25% of the total grade

*The six response papers based on secondary sources will collectively count for 60% (6x10 % each) of the total grade (this includes the paper/s based on primary sources)
*Active participation in discussions in class will count for 15% of the total grade 

Required readings: 
Benedict Anderson, Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism [Verso, 2006 edition only]

C A. Bayly, Origins of Nationality in South Asia
Lata Mani, Contentious Traditions. The Debate on Sati in Colonial India 

Thomas R. Trautman, Aryans and British India
Durba Ghosh, Sex and the Family in Colonial India
Indrani Chatterjee, Gender, Slavery and Law in Colonial India
Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire. A Study in Nineteenth CenturyLiberal Thought
Radhika Singha, A Despotism of Law; Crime and Justice in Early Colonial India

Brian Pennington, Was Hinduism Invented? Britons, Indians and the Colonial Construction of Religion
Gauri Viswanathan, Masks of Conquest. Literary Study and British Rule in India
**** Primary materials which are required reading for the course will be made available by the instructor. 

***** Additional reading materials may be introduced if deemed necessary by the instructor.
Schedule of readings:
Jan. 16: Introduction to the course and its scope

Jan. 23: Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.
Jan. 30: C.A. Bayly, Origins of Nationality in South Asia. 
Feb. 6: Thomas R. Trautman, Aryans and British India
Feb. 13: Durba Ghosh, Sex and the Family in Colonial India
Feb. 20: Indrani Chatterjee: Gender, Slavery and law in Colonial India
Feb. 27: Readings based on excerpts from Primary Sources: Persian Histories
Mar. 6: Radhika Singha, A Despotism of Law. Crime and Justice in Early Colonial India
March 12- March 16: SPRING BREAK
Mar. 20:  Readings based on Primary Sources : William Bolts
Mar. 27:  Brian Pennington, Was Hinduism Invented?Britons, Indians and the Colonial Construction of Religion
Apr. 3: Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire. A Study in 19th Century Liberal Thought    

Apr. 10: Gauri Viswanath, Masks of Conquest. Literary Study and British Rule In India
Apr: 17: PREPARATION FOR PAPER PRESENTATION 
Apr: 24: Paper presentation by students
May 1: Paper presentation by students
Instructor’s address: Prof. Kumkum Chatterjee

                                  202 Weaver Building

                                  Phone: 863-0081

                                  E-mail: kkc1@psu.edu
Office Hours: M, W; 10.30-11.30 am

                       Or, by appointment
