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Fall
2005

T, R: 4.15-5.30 p.m.

213 Armsby

Instructor:

Prof. K.Chatterjee

WORLD HISTORY (1500 C.E. To modern times)

Hist 11.001 (Hons.)

Course Description

This course is designed to present students with a broad over-view of the history of the world from 1500 C.E. to modern times. The themes chosen for study emphasize the traditions of various societies and the points of interaction and interdependence among cultures during this period. The aim of the course is to provide a perspective on the forces that have made possible the birth of the modern world.

Required Texts
J.H. Bentley & H.F. Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters. A Global Perspective on the Past
Louise Leviathes, When China Ruled the Seas. The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433
Claire De Duras, Ourika. An English Translation (translated by John Fowles)

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart
Additional, supplementary materials (selections/excerpts from various primary sources for instance) may be used for specific topics. These will be provided by the instructor.

Requirements for this course:
Regular attendance at classes 

Familiarity with assigned readings and participation in classroom discussions

Two take home exams : valued at 15%x2= 30 % of total grade
Three book reports: valued at 10%x3=30% of total grade
A final term paper (about 15/20 pages) & its in-class presentation and discussion: 40% of total grade
( 5%= paper presentation; 5%= discussion /comments on paper; the rest is reserved for the written paper)
Grade Scale:
Grades will be determined on the basis of the following scale of point distribution:

A= 95 to 100; A- = 90 to 94.9; B+ =87.9 to 89.9; B = 83.33 to 87.8; B- = 80 to 83.32; 

C+ = 75 to 79.9; C= 70 to 74.9; D= 60 to 69.9; F= 59.9 & below

Academic Integrity Statement:

Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest & responsible manner. All students should act with personal integrity, respect others students’ dignity, rights & property & help create & maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20)

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor or, tampering with the academic work of other students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions & will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs Office for possible further disciplinary sanction.

Disability Access Statement
The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in its programs & activities & is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access to programs, facilities & admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have a question about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible.

The following is a schedule of topics to be discussed in the lecture class & their corresponding readings as well as a schedule of exams.

This schedule will be adhered to as closely as possible. However, changes may be introduced if necessary.

Schedule of Discussions etc. for the course:
Aug. 30     Geographical Discoveries & their consequences

Sept. 1       Same Topic

Sept. 6       The Transformation of Europe

Sept 8      Same topic

Sept 13    Revolutions & national states in the Atlantic World
Sept. 15   Same topic

                 * Discussion in class of Ourika
Sept  20    Asia in early modern times: China & Japan
· Discussion in class of When China Ruled the Seas
                  * submission of book report on Ourika
Sept. 22    Early modern Islamic Empires

Sept. 27     Same topic

                  * submission of book report on When China Ruled the Seas
Sept. 29     Africa and the Atlantic World

Oct. 4        Same Topic
Oct. 6        1st Take-Home Exam
Oct. 11      The Making of Industrial Society

Oct 13        Same topic

Oct. 18       Same topic

Oct. 20       European imperialism

Oct. 25        Same topic

· Discussion in class of Things Fall Apart 

Oct. 27        Same topic
Nov. 1          Anti-colonial nationalism
                     * submit book report on Things Fall Apart
Nov 3          2nd Take-Home exam 

Nov 8          Same topic
Nov 10         Same topic

Nov. 15        1st World war
Nov 17         Same topic
Nov 22         Same topic
NOV. 23-25: THANKSGIVING BREAK
Nov. 29     in-class presentation of term papers by students
Dec 1.       in-class presentation of term papers by students
Dec  6       in-class presentation of term papers by students
Dec 8        in-class presentation of term papers by students
DEC. 13: Final submission of term papers 

Instructor: Prof. K.Chatterjee

                 202 Weaver Building

                 Phone: 863-0081

                 E-mail: kkc1@psu.edu
Office Hours: M, W: 10.30-11.30 a.m. OR, by appointment
